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Pollen and spores travel – wind-borne, insect-transported, 
our biological companions are adventurers of their own.  

Like these biotic wonders, the renowned Dr. Lucy M. Cranwell Smith 
also traveled the winds (1907–2000). Raised in Henderson, the noted 
botanist and palynologist left her mark around the planet: Stuart Island, 
Scandinavia, Amsterdam, Arizona. She ventured east, and found further 
affinity with nature. She wrote, “To see the Nile is a very stirring thing, and 
I find that it means more to me than the Pyramids with their eroded sides, 
possibly because it speaks of the future as well as of the past.”2 Throughout 
her travels, Lucy collected samples of her beloved pollen grains, fossils, 
and seaweed – a botanical sublime.  

Her spirited approach to life was infused with biophilia. Conservationist 
Edward O. Wilson defines this as the “innately emotional affiliation of 
human beings to other living organisms.”3 Lucy Cranwell shared this love 
widely, through helping build the Anawhata university hut in the 1920s, 
developing a robust herbarium at the Auckland Museum consisting of 
3600 of the specimens she collected, leading “botany trots,” and writing 
extensively about the natural world. 

2 Lucy M. Cranwell, “Egypt, the Gift of the Nile,” Enzed Junior, February 22, 1936, n.p.
3 Edward O. Wilson, “Biophilia and the Conservation Ethic,” in The Biophilia Hypothesis, eds. Stephen R. 

Kellert and Edward O. Wilson (Washington, DC: Island Press, 1993), 31.

2
IN A 1985 LUCY CRANWELL LECTURE, CRANWELL’S  
HUSBAND WATSON SMITH WROTE TO BOTANIST DR. 
LUCY MOORE, WHO WAS TO DELIVER THE LECTURE –

“Steer a light-hearted course with occasional wanderings hither and yon.  
Don’t be scientific in any misguided impulse to stick to the absolute truth,  
which doesn’t exist anyhow. Some good embroidery in things of this kind  
brings back life more vividly than factuality.”1 

“In Eleanor Percy’s letter, she expresses incredulity that ‘girl students so long  
ago could go off so unconcernedly into the wilds.’ She should know better!  
I’m sure that Wilds never inhibited a Lucy.”
WATSON SMITH TO LUCY MOORE, SEPTEMBER 28, 1985

DEDICATION

For V.P., my own Lucy.

 

1  Watson Smith, quoted by Lucy B. Moore, “Auckland Botany in the Cranwell Era,” 
Lucy Cranwell Lecture, September 4, 1985, Auckland Botanical Society Newsletter, 
41 (1986): http://bts.nzpcn.org.nz/bts_pdf/auck_1986_41_2_19-35.pdf.
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5Have you had dreams of tidal waves rushing in to flood cities, the seabed 
raised and subtidal kelp forests lying exposed to the elements? Have patterns 
appeared to you – tui that emerge when you grieve, the silence always 
underfoot on black sand beaches? Do you sleep, like Lucy did in 1934, at 
the crater of Mount Pirongia, curled inside a rata tree? Archetypes and 
myths coil nature around us: snakes; pollinators; thorny plants; swamps; 
unsightly weeds that heal and poison. Their stories are our stories. 

How do we talk about the seasons of man? Is it the simple trajectory of 
conception, birth, the elasticity of maturity, followed by slow decline? 
Would the language of science, so fixed on the material universe, suffice? 
Lucy talked of the kohekohe and its existence – is its journey the same as 
our own? “But what of the living tree?” she asked. “It is beautiful in all its 
parts.” Though, splendid from afar, it still has its sharpness. “All parts of 
the plant are bitter and tonic,” she said, “but the milky juices of the fruit 
are the nastiest of all, and the most potent in their action.”6

Scientific rigor may be impossible to use to chronicle Lucy’s life. Her 
botanical companion Lucy Moore described LMC, as she called her, 

“rather unpredictable.” Perhaps then, instead of using human language  
to describe Lucy Cranwell Smith, nature is given a voice. There have been 
notable experiments when our nonhuman friends have been taught our 
words – Koko, the lowland gorilla, with her sign language, and Chaser, 
the good-natured border collie, with her thousand nouns and verbs. 
Would Lucy’s specimens respond in an equally respectful fashion? 

6  Lucy M. Cranwell, “Kohekohe of the Coasts,” Auckland Star, June 23, 1934, n.p.

4 Hers was a conversation that sprawled and took root amongst familiars. In 
knowing nature, Cranwell knew herself. In knowing Cranwell, we know 
the tapestry of the natural world. Karl von Frisch, the animal behaviorist 
captivated by the honeybee, recognized knowledge – at once scientific and 
divine – that rewards the researcher when one looks closely. “The layman 
may wonder why a biologist is content to devote fifty years of his life to the 
study of bees and minnows without ever branching out into research on, 
say, elephants, or at any rate the lice of elephants or the fleas of moles,” 
he tells. “The answer to any such question must be that every single species 
of the animal kingdom challenges us with all, or nearly all, the mysteries 
of life.”4 

The same is to be said of the botanist – a haul of horopito bushels is not 
just a “mass of rosy leaves,” but also a religion to be unraveled. In the 
afternoon sun, they are to Lucy, “as vivid as the blood-red fragments of 
some Christian church window.”5

4  Karl von Frisch, quoted in Scott McVay, “A Siamese Connexion with a Plurality of Other Mortals,” 
in The Biophilia Hypothesis, 11.

5  Lucy M. Cranwell, “Horopito, or Maori Painkiller,” Auckland Star, August 11, 1934, n.p. 
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95aƨuƥia (Ʊimia

Jocular. Now that’s a word you don’t hear much anymore. 
Not that I hear a lot from my rock plinth, tucked in storage in 
the museum.  

I’m old but aging well though the latest slang isn’t my forte. Jocular isn’t 
a word I’d use to describe myself, but one wouldn’t hesitate to apply it to 
Lucy. In my view (and how spectacular it was), I’d use it in the same breath 
as rapscallion or ratbag. I know you’re judging me, especially in light of 
the praises sung by the other specimens in this field guide. For science! they 
say. For the betterment of humanity! Nonsense. Would you put grandmother in a 
museum display cabinet? I didn’t think so. 

In hindsight, her chum Lucy Moore (also a member of the marauding party) 
was dismayed about extracting me from my native habitat. “I shudder now 
to think how anyone could be so vandalous as to climb Mount Torlesse 
purposely to dig out one of these marvellous cushion plants,” she said.7 It 
was 1931 though. Almost one hundred years. Though our kind – Raoulia 
eximia – still recently made it into The Telegraph’s “Top 10 Ugly Plants,” 
along with tree tumbos, bastard cobas, and stinky squids.8 Do you see ugly 
as a synonym for marvellous in the dictionary? Me neither. 

Leonard Cockayne, mentor and friend to the two Lucies and widely  
regarded as New Zealand’s greatest botanist, thought our type was at service 
to the profession. Yes, I admit I am large (61kg) and look like a billowous 
sheep from afar. I also profess our exterior pelt whispers Pet me. But still,

7  Lucy B. Moore, “Auckland Botany in the Cranwell Era.” 
8  “Top 10 Ugly Plants,” The Telegraph, June 12, 2009, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/gardening/gardening-

picturegalleries/5506103/Top-10-ugly-plants.html?image=7.

8



11for a leading scientist to proclaim we make “an excellent and appropriate 
seat for a wearied botanist”9 is beyond the pale. Don’t you think? No, it 
doesn’t matter that Lucy Moore said of the expedition, “Luckily it was 
only later that we learned of dicky hearts and other risky conditions in 
some of our bearers.”10 

We mainlanders are rough mountain warriors, and I like to think I made 
things difficult when the five fingered discounters pried me from my alpine 
ledge. Lucy recounted the extremities – the “never-ceasing, maddening 
nor’-west wind” that dashed the party across the stones. There they were, 

“lying prostrate round that ‘sheep,’ feeling for injuries.”11 They had to sub-
mit, those humans – I “was an anchor for the four . . . during later gusts.” 
This is the way to acknowledge your dependence on your biophilic friends, 
don’t you agree? 

I didn’t particularly like Professor Arnold Wall’s (the poet of the party) 
rendition of the saga – Before the monster yielded to our picking and our harrying;  
We laid his carcass on the brier to start the dreadful carrying.12 To think, me, a carcass! 
Laid out, plump and hairy on an ambulance stretcher. It should have been 
majestic in the telling, not a stretcher but a sedan chair. Not a monstrosity 
but an object to be revered. After all, in other periodicals our kind have 
been placed “alongside singularities like the surface of the moon, dinosaurs, 
and the praying mantis.”13

Still, perhaps I’m being too hard on Lucy. After all, she was singular. A 
woman who goes bogging in pearls. Like me, a pearl in the desert. And she 
did say, “When you are older and hardier, you will find nothing better than 
days fossicking for strange plants, and nights spent under the quiet stars.”14 

9 Leonard Cockayne, New Zealand Plants and Their Story (Wellington, New Zealand: Government Printer, 
1927), 146.

10 Lucy B. Moore, “Auckland Botany in the Cranwell Era.”
11 Lucy M. Cranwell, “Our ‘Vegetable Sheep,’” Auckland Star, March 16, 1934, n.p.
12 Arnold Wall, “How They Brought the Good Sheep from Torlesse to Christchurch,” 1930. In Jacque-

line Winston-Silk, “Fossicking for Strange Plants,” MA thesis, University College London, 2012, 165. 
13 Ibid., 41.
14 Lucy M. Cranwell, “Our ‘Vegetable Sheep,’” Auckland Star, March 16, 1934, n.p.
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There have been thieves at work. Like Victorian mortuary 
bandits preying on the defenseless in their afterlife, the  
bog had been raided. Lehua Makanoe, a slip of a primeval  
mountain bog in Kaua‘i, is exposed to northeast trade winds. 

Constant mist and rain settle over it. This shroud, though life-giving, 
covered the thieves as they caught sea birds in their traps. But still the 
bog was loved. This was in contrast, Lucy said, “to the fear of the Alaka’i 
swamps, where travellers could be fatally engulfed, or attacked by criminals 
and packs of wild dogs.”15

Along with predators, the gracious were also attracted to the bog. Queen 
Emma of Hawaii, determined and curious to see it in person, ventured in 
to the area in 1870. Inconsolable after family deaths, where better for her 
to grieve than the mountainous hinterlands? Still a royal, Lucy reports, 

“a corduroy surface had been laid down in Queen Emma’s honor. The 
wide impression of the trail was still visible in 1938.”16 The Queen took a 
retinue of one hundred with her, singers and dancers to lift her darkened 
spirits. One can imagine her dwelling there amongst the mosses and the 
mud, her Victorian skirt pluming in the wilderness. 

15  Lucy M. Cranwell, “Lehua Maka Noe – An Endangered Hawaiian Bog,” Hawaiian Botanical Society 
Newsletter, 23 (1984): 4. https://archive.org/stream/newslette182519791986hawa/newslette-
182519791986hawa_djvu.txt.

16  Ibid.
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14 A century later, similarly attired in lady’s wear yet no less unwilling to  
tramp through the mire, Lucy Cranwell recognized hope in the high  
Hawaiian mountains. It thrilled her that Lehua Makanoe was rich in  
endemic species, including the o−hi'a lehua bush with its blood-red stamens. 
The bush gives the bog its name – misty-eyed o−hi'a. The crying plant. 

In 1984, there was a proposition to create an earthen dam, which would 
encroach upon the bog. In mourning at the thought, Lucy wrote, “This 
will inevitably hasten drainage, robbing the bog of the water needed to 
sustain it. We do not know all details of the proposal, but we do know  
that theft of the clay is essential to the successful maintenance of the dam.”  
She continued, “To rob the clay would be like killing an elephant to  
profit from its tusks.”17 There have been thieves at work. Like a Victorian 
mortuary preying on the defenseless in their afterlife, there are designs  
to raid the bog. 

17  Ibid., 3.
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If we, the natural world, speak to humans simultaneously,  
is there cacophony? Would they liken it to the festive season 
or a crisis in a megalopolis, with their senses turned inside 
out? So much drags your attention now on an indiscriminate 
riptide of noise. 

Do you remember when you were a child and nature came in sharp  
points that demanded you focus immediately – bee stings; an unexpected 
wave at an East Coast beach; a prickle on the soft underside of your foot 
in summer? 

If she were an insect, Lucy would be an entomologist’s fancy. Delicate  
but advanced antennae and tympanal hearing organs would be found 
on her body: nestled behind her knees, scattered across the abdomen, 
blooming on her thorax. If she had wings (for she travelled so), they 
would even be found there. As a human, Lucy acutely turned her hearing 
to the ecosphere – she preferred it to the manmade. 

Anthropomorphism was no stranger to she; her writing was equally as 
fantastical as it was scientific. She told of the Victoria regia, at once  
mysterious and fleshy. In 1849, living plants were transported from the 
Amazon to the great botanical garden hothouses. “A thermometer always  
hangs up to tell you the heat of the room, and it is, of course, very humid,” 
she writes. “After a few minutes you will feel as dewy as a naiad, and you 
wish you had the elegant ‘drip-tips’ with which the leaves of many tropical 
trees are endowed.”18

18 Lucy M. Cranwell, “A Botanist Abroad: Victoria Regia, Queen of the Water,” Enzed Junior, March 14, 
1936, 230.
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19Sweden at Christmas, 1936 – silver birches shine in the dusk against the frozen waters. 
There was a serious commitment to Christmas; locals hoisted spruce over 
their shoulders. Thousands were for sale in the markets. But this was only 
one scene Lucy saw. “I counted the rings,” she lamented. “I could have 
had a tree that had been 20 years growing for one florin. Poor tree, to die 
so cheaply!”19

She put hominids under the microscope, too, in the purple heathered 
Scottish highlands. Near an estate, Lucy encountered a tough-muscled 
keeper. His daughter had rescued a wounded wild fox. It was, Lucy wrote, 
a “poor little damaged animal that will have a peaceful haven until some 
day it steals off to the wild life again.” Inconsistency – perhaps this was 
the fundamental core of humans. “If you read Irish stories such as Lord 
Dunsany’s Curse of the Wise Woman you’ll find the fox greatly respected,” she 
says, “and you will wonder more and more at the strange make-up in men 
that allows them to admire a thing and yet drive it to its death.”20

19  Lucy M. Cranwell, “A Botanist Abroad: A Swedish Christmas,” Enzed Junior, February 15, 1936, 198.
20  Lucy M. Cranwell, “The Girl with the Fox,” Enzed Junior, c. 1935.

18 It was not that she was suspicious of her two-legged compatriots, but she saw 
the complicated and contradictory layers of human nature. Observation  
was instinctive. Lucy completed a Masters degree on epiphytes in the 
Waitakere Ranges. These are organisms that live in affiliation with another 
species. Humans are sometimes epiphytes with their botanical familiars. 
Sometimes they are parasites. We are in tenuous relationship. 
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The Tree of Life in scientific form shows the vast interconnectedness 
of life on the planet. This is not anthropocentric though – humans are 
not its center, nor kings and gods expanding from the upper crowns of 
branches. Instead, the Tree of Life depicts our genealogical relationship 
to other organisms in an unending circle. Mammals form one part of  
the tree, no greater, no lesser, than mosses or mollusks, algae or water 
lilies. The chart shows complexity. Our earth pulses with life. There is 
impossibility in mapping every surface. It alludes to the difficult choices 
that botanists make when choosing their field of study. 

We are in there too. Lucy categorized us next to “flowering plants – their 
humbler brethren, the seaweed.”21 She said, towards the end of her life, 
that she had one regret. She wished that she had devoted her life to us. 
The vegetable sheep has character, simultaneously gruff and tender. Peat 
bog has the soft squelch that reminds you of being reckless and muddy  
in your youth. And yet, as others have mentioned, she chased or was 
chased by pollen. Algae remained, for the most part, described in her 
unpublished notes, though she collected us in Anawhata and many of  
the inner Hauraki Gulf islands. 

We are humble, we concede. We are populous, muted in our color range. 
But our spongy surface soaks up what is around us – like a therapist listening 
intently to a patient. Our openness means we are receptors to the health 
of the ocean. But Lucy saw our value. We are delicacies. We heal. 

Perhaps that is why she loved us so. We can be such unattractive clumps 
to the untrained eye. At first we are smudges – black spots in your line of 
sight to a more becoming horizon. Then our edges sharpen. Your mind 

21  Lucy M. Cranwell, “Uses of Seaweed,” Auckland Star, March 9, 1935, 6.
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Candida chilensis
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Schizosaccharomyces pombe

Schizosaccharomyces japonicus
Pneumocystis carinii

Calicium tricolor
Taphrina maculans

Taphrina californica
Chytridium confervae

Neocallimastix frontalis
Neocallimastix joyonii
Piromonas communis

Spizellomyces acuminatus

Allomyces macrogynus

Blastocladiella emersoniiChrysops niger
Drosophila melanogaster

Ceratitis capitata
Ornithoica vicina

Nephrotoma altissima
Lutzomyia shannoni

Aedes albopictusAedes aegyptiAedes punctor

Toxorhynchites ambionensis
Culex tritaeniorhynchus

Anopheles psuedopunctipennis
Anopheles albimanus

Eucorethra underwoodiDixella cornuta
Culicoides variipennis

Amblabesmia rhamphe
Simulium vittatumXenos vesparumStylops melittae

Mengenilla chobauti
Galleria mellonella

Archaeopsylla erinacei
Panorpa germanica

Anisochrysa carneaOliarces clara
Monolobus ovalipennis

Antarctonomus complanatusLoricera foveata
Loricera pilicornis pilicornis

Amarotypus edwardsi
Bembidion mexicanum

Bembidion levettei carrianumAsaphidion curtumDiplous californicusPatrobus longicornisPericompsus laetulusDiplochaetus planatusZolus helmsi
Merizodus angusticollisSloaneana tasmaniaeBatesiana hilarisSchizogenius falliClivina ferreaDyschirius sphaericollisMelisodera picipennisMecyclothorax vulcansAmblytelus curtusApotomus rufithoraxBroscosoma relictumCreobius eydouxiGalerita lecontei leconteiPseudaptinus rufulusAptinus displosorPterostichus melanariusTetragonoderus latipennisDiscoderus cordicollisChlaenius ruficaudaCalybe laetulaAmara apricariaAgonum extensicolleCymindis punctigeraLoxandrus n sp nr amplithoraCnemalobus sulciferusCatapiesis brasiliensisMorion aridusBrachinus armigerBrachinus hirsutusPheropsophus aequinoctialisPasimachus atronitensScarites subterraneusCarenum interruptumSiagona europaeaSiagona jennisoniClinidium calcaratumOmoglymmius hamatusOmus californicusCicindela sedecimpunctataMetrius contractusPachyteles striolaCymbionotum semelederiCymbionotum pictulumGehringia olympicaPromecognathus crassusLaccocenus ambiguusOmophron obliteratum

Psydrus piceusCeroglossus chilensisPamborus gueriniiCalosoma scrutatorCarabus nemoralisScaphinotus petersi catalinae
Cychrus italicusOpisthius richardsoniLeistus ferruginosusNebria hudsonicaNotiophilus semiopacusTrachypachus gibbsiiTrachypachus holmbergiSystolosoma lateritiumElaphrus californicus

Elaphrus clairvilleiBlethisa multipunctata aurata
Mecodema fulgidum

Oregus aereus
Suphis inflatusCopelatus chevrolati renovatusHydroscapha natans

Xanthopyga cacti
Dynastes granti
Tenebrio molitor

Meloe proscarabaeus
Clambus arnetti

Phaeostigma notata
Leptothorax acervorum

Polistes dominulus
Graphosoma lineatum
Raphigaster nebulosa

Lygus hesperus
Hemiowoodwardia wilsoni

Hackeriella veitchi
Spissistilus festinus
Prokelisia marginata
Philaenus spumarius
Okanagana utahensis

Trioza eugeniae
Pealius kelloggii

Acyrthosiphon pisum
Aonidiella aurantii

Batrachideidae gen sp
Carausius morosus
Acheta domesticus
Mesoperlina pecircai

Aeschna cyanea
Lepisma saccharina

Lepidocyrtus paradoxus
Crossodonthina koreana

Hypogastrura dolsana
Podura aquatica

Theatops erythrocephala
Scolopendra cingulata

Cryptops trisulcatus

Craterostigmus tasmanianus
Lithobius variegatus

Scutigera coleoptrata

Pseudohimantarium mediterraneum
Clinopodes poseidonis
Cylindroiulus punctatus
Polydesmus coriaceus

Rhipicephalus appendiculatus

Hyalomma lusitanicum

Hyalomma rufipes
Hyalomma dromedarii

Rhipicephalus sanguineus
Boophilus microplus

Rhipicephalus zambeziensis

Rhipicephalus bursa

Boophilus annulatus

Rhipicephalus pusillus

Dermacentor andersoni

Dermacentor marginatus

Amblyomma triguttatum triguttat

Amblyomma vikirri

Aponomma fimbriatum

Aponomma latum

Amblyomma variegatum

Amblyomma tuberculatum

Amblyomma americanum

Amblyomma maculatum

Haemaphysalis inermis

Haemaphysalis punctata

Haemaphysalis leporispalustris

Haemaphysalis humerosa

Haemaphysalis petrogalis

Haemaphysalis leachi

Aponomma undatum

Aponomma concolor

Ixodes auritulus
Ixodes ricinus

Ixodes affinis

Ixodes pilosus

Ixodes cookei

Ixodes simplex simplex

Ixodes kopsteini

Ixodes holocyclus

Carios puertoricensis

Ornithodoros moubata

Ornithodoros coriaceus

Otobius megnini

Argas lahorensis

Argas persicus

Megisthanus floridanus

Cosmolaelaps trifidus

Hypochthonius rufulus

Lohmannia banksi

Nothrus sylvestris

Xenillus tegeocranus

Euzetes globulosus

Allonothrus russeolus

Archegozetes longisetosus

Trhypochthonius tectorum

Nehypochthonius porosus

Steganacarus magnus

Gehypochthonius urticinus

Chortoglyphus arcuatus

Acarus siro

Eusimonia wunderlichi

Androctonus australis

Liphistius bicoloripes

Eurypelma californica

Odiellus troguloides

Pseudocellus pearsei

Limulus polyphemus

Callipallene gen sp

Berndtia purpurea

Trypetesa lampas

Octolasmis lowei

Paralepas palinuri

Lepas anatifera

Balanus eburneus

Chelonibia patula

Tetraclita stalactifera

Chthamalus fragilis

Verruca spengleri

Ibla cumingi

Calantica villosa

Loxothylacus texanus

Dendrogaster asterinae

Ulophysema oeresundense

Palaemonetes kadiakensis

Helice tridens

Philyra pisum

Callinectes sapidus

Pugettia quadridens

Raninoides louisianensis

Procambarus leonensis

Astacus astacus

Nephrops norvegicus

Panulirus argus

Oedignathus inermis

Penaeus aztecus

Stenopus hispidus

Artemia salina

Branchinecta packardi

Daphnia pulex

Bosmina longirostris

Daphnia galeata

Stenocypris major

Argulus nobilis

Porocephalus crotali

Milnesium tardigradum

Macrobiotus hufelandi

Thulinia stephaniae

Echiniscus viridissimus

Euperipatoides leuckarti

Priapulus caudatus

Pycnophyes kielensis

Helix aspersa

Balea biplicata

Limicolaria kambeul

Laevicaulis alte

Onchidella celtica

Siphonaria algesirae

Anthosiphonaria sirius

Lymnaea glabra

Stagnicola palustris

Lymnaea stagnalis

Radix peregra

Lymnaea auricularia

Fossaria truncatula

Bakerilymnaea cubensis

Biomphalaria glabrata

Littorina obtusata

Littorina littorea

Fasciolaria lignaria

Nassarius singuinjorensis

Pisania striata

Reishia bronni

Thais clavigera

Rapana venosa

Bursa rana

Monodonta labio

Antalis vulgaris

Scutopus ventrolineatus

Arctica islandica

Mercenaria mercenaria

Spisula subtruncata

Mulinia lateralis

Spisula solida

Spisula solidissima

Tresus nuttali

Tresus capax

Mactromeris polynyma

Hippopus hippopus

Hippopus porcellanus

Tridacna squamosa

Tridacna crocea

Tridacna maxima

Tridacna derasa

Tridacna gigas

Vasticardium flavum

Fulvia mutica

Fragum unedo

Fragum fragum

Corculum cardissa

Galeomma takii

Ostrea edulis

Crassostrea virginica

Nerita albicilla

Mytilus edulis

Mytilus trossulus

Mytilus galloprovincialis

Mytilus californianus

Geukensia demissa

Mimachlamys varia

Chlamys hastata

Crassadoma gigantea

Pecten maximus

Argopecten gibbus

Argopecten irradians

Placopecten magellanicus

Chlamys islandica

Atrina pectinata

Arca noae

Barbatia virescens

Acanthopleura japonica

Lepidochitona corrugata

Lepidozona coreanica

Eohemithyris grayii

Platidia anomioides

Stenosarina crosnieri

Gryphus vitreus

Thecidellina blochmanii

Cancellothyris hedleyi

Terebratulina retusa

Liothyrella neozelanica

Liothyrella uva

Gwynia capsula

Calloria inconspicua

Gyrothyris mawsoni

Neothyris parva
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2524 plays tricks on you as we turn into a Rorschach test. To some, such slimy 
blots would be best forgotten. To Lucy, we are shapeshifters – our jagged 
furls more than a slick embrace around your ankles.

She wrote of iodine, obtained from seaweed. It is used to treat goiter, 
swollen like a bird’s crop. “I saw a young girl so cruelly afflicted that she 
could barely gasp out a few words,” Lucy writes. Seaweed would help her 
speak, untangling her vocal cords. On wild coasts, it has meant livelihood. 

“Seaweeds rot quickly, keeping the soil moist . . . . On the bleak ice-swept 
shores of Scandinavia they helped to form enough soil to grow a few 
handfuls of grain.”22

In Portuguese, there is a word: saudade. It describes the longing for 
something, someone who has permeated us but is no longer present. My 
mother when I was a child. A lover who was the first. The husband who 
was the last. It calls up the backdrop to these reminiscences of long past: 
that ashy morning – you remember the one – when Lucy snuffed out the 
campsite fire on Poor Knights Island and ventured toward the rocky coast. 
Or when, she said, “frosty weather comes to Auckland and we narrow our 
eyes to take in the greater sea view to the east.”23 Her writing captured not 
only the transitory temperament of the natural world, but also the human 
response to it. 

Saudade is the slippery present being slowly submerged to the past. Lucy 
saw that seaweed as continuance, as prosperity, was “always challenged by 
discoveries in the outer world.” This she was shown by her friend, the Rev. 
Angus Macdonald. Born in the blustery Outer Hebrides but with travel in 
his veins, he had moved to India, Canada, Egypt, France, and New Zealand. 

“He showed me more,” she said, “that a man might live half a world away, 
yet his thoughts would ever be roving back to his childhood, and that he 
would die with the taste of the sea tangles still sweet on his lips.”24

22  Ibid.
23  Lucy M. Cranwell, “Our ‘Vegetable Sheep.’”
24  Lucy M. Cranwell, “Uses of Seaweed.”
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26 &RYHU  Botanical drawing of Raoulia eximia
Hook.f., 1864. Illustrations of the New Zealand 
Flora (Wellington: John Mackay, Govt. Printer, 
1914). Flickr: Biodiversity Heritage Library – 
n429_w1150. CC BY 2.0. https://www.flickr.com/
photos/biodivlibrary/23946841965/.

,QVLGH FRYHU  Lucy M. Cranwell’s handwriting 
throughout was obtained from her archives at 
the Auckland Memorial Museum.

3� �  Lucy Cranwell, Masters graduation, 
University of Auckland, 1929. Private collection.

3� �  University shack, Anawhata, c. 1934. 
Auckland Memorial Museum botanist Ewen 
Cameron says, “The Anawhata hut just after it 
was finished in 1928. This was a favourite place 
for Lucy Cranwell in the late 1920s and 1930s to 
escape to and as a base to study the west coast 
algae.” Auckland Memorial Museum Library. 
B.14.697. Folder 5. PH2008/6f5. 
Ewen Cameron recounts that this is the “two 
Lucys’ second trip to Hen Island. The party of 
four women being dropped off by the crew of 
the Ariel (fishing boat) for a week’s botanizing. 
From left to right: Lucy Cranwell, Lucy Moore, 
Dorothy Ellen, and Katie Pickmere (later 
Reynolds), and a junior Pickmere at the front. 
The Pickmere dinghy was used to explore the 
coastline.” November, 1934. Photo: Mrs. A. 
Pickmere (Katie’s mother). Auckland Memorial 
Museum Library. Folder 1. PH2008/6f1e6.

3� �  Lucy Cranwell with Sir Edmund Hillary at 
Grant Rd., Arizona, 1957. Lucy shows Sir Ed an 
Antarctic slide outdoors. Auckland Memorial 
Museum Library. Folder 4.1. PH2008/6f4.
Lucy Moore and Lucy Cranwell at Linnés 
cottage, Uppsala, 1935. Auckland Memorial 
Museum Library. Folder 4. PH2008/6f4.

3� �  See Cover above.

3� ��  Collecting the vegetable sheep for 
the Museum, Torlesse trip, January 5, 1931. 
Auckland Memorial Museum Library. B14746. 
Folder 5.3. PH2008/6f5.
The vegetable sheep, Raoulia eximia. Auckland 
Museum AK209589, CC BY.

3� ��  Pepe’opae Bog, Molokai, Hawaii. Photo 
credit: Andrew K. Smith. Flickr: IMG_9272 – 
goo.gl/mcfvFs. CC BY 2.0.

3� ��  Lucy Cranwell, Wahiawa Bog, Island of 
Kauai, c. 2000ft alt/c.610 m. Auckland Memorial 
Museum Library. Folder 4. PH2008/6f4.

3� ��  Queen Emma of Hawaii, c. 1870. Photo 
credit: Menzies Dickson, Bishop Museum. 
Public domain.

3� ��  Giant water-lily, Nymphaea gigantean. 
Photo credit. Biodiversity Heritage Library. 
Flickr: n388_w1150 – goo.gl/yRerk4. CC BY 2.0. 
Lucy Cranwell in Egypt, Enzed Junior, February 
22, 1936, n.p.

3� ��  Lucy Cranwell in taro leaves, Te Hope 
Valley, Cape Colville, 1939. Auckland Memorial 
Museum Library. Folder 2. F4.3. PH2008/6f1e5. 

3� ��  David M. Hillis, Derrick Zwickl, and 
Robin Gutell, University of Texas, “Tree of Life.”

3� �� Azolla, photomicrograph by Lucy 
Cranwell. Auckland Memorial Museum Library. 
Folder 5.1. PH2008/6f4.

3� �� Banding, Poor Knights. C60435. Folder 1.1. 
Auckland Memorial Museum Library. PH2008. 
The yacht Arethusa, Poor Knights, 1937. 
Photograph by Lucy Cranwell. Auckland 
Memorial Museum Library. Folder 1.1–16. 
PH2008/6f1.

3� ��  Rev. Angus Fionn Macdonald. Photo 
credit: http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/
war-memorial/online- cenotaph/record/C33562.
The skipper wearing a kelp collar, Poor Knights. 
Auckland Memorial Museum Library. Folder 
1.4. PH2008.
Gathering seaweed, Poor Knights, Southern 
Island [Aorangi], 1937. Auckland Memorial 
Museum Library. Folder 1.13. PH2008/6f1.

3� ��  Dense Metrosideros excelsa forest, 
Eastern side of Southern Island [Aorangi], 
Poor Knights, 1937. Large leaved Macropiper 
undergrowth. Photograph by Lucy Cranwell. 
Auckland Memorial Museum Library. Folder 
1.2. PH2008/6f4.






